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Commentary for Fairtrade Primary Conference 2021 for Teachers 

 

1. Prior learning requirements for main presentation 

• Banana quiz 

• Fairtrade wordsearch 

• Understand what Fairtrade is and means – knowledge of logo etc. 

• On blank world map fill in continents and oceans 

 

2. This year the Devon Primary Schools’ Fairtrade Conference will be focused 

on bananas with Veronica Browne who is a small- scale Fairtrade banana 

producer from St Vincent which is part of the Windward Isles in the 

Caribbean. Veronica came to visit us here in Devon as a Fairtrade producer 

2 years ago in 2019. 

 

3. Slide 1 – Welcome 

Slide 2 – Where do bananas grow – what type of climate do they need 

       Tell your partner what you think  

Slide 3 – Answer to slide 2 

Slide 4 – Map showing world, equator and tropics 

Slide 5 – Map showing where bananas grow (animated) 

Slide 6 – Map – where is the Caribbean – on world maps children discuss     

answer with partner 

Slide 7 – Map with answer (animation) 

Slide 8 – Welcome to St Vincent and The Windward Isles 

Slide 9 – Map with answer 

Slide 10 - St Vincent Area is 1/20th the size of Devon but population is 

1/10th of the size of Devon 

Slide 11 – Kingstown – What similarities and differences do you see 

compared to your town? 

Slide 12 – Tourism – how do you think tourists travel to St Vincent? 

Slide 13 – A typical beach on St Vincent – why do you think people like to 

visit the beaches on St Vincent? 
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Slide 14 – Volcano La Grande Soufriere which means ‘big sulphur outlet’ 

last erupted in December 2020 and is causing major problems for the 

people who live close by. 

 

Slide 15 – Meet Veronica Browne and her family 

Slide 16 – Map of St Vincent to show where Veronica lives 

Slide 17 – Veronica outside her packing shed 

Slide 18 – How are bananas grown 

Slide 19 – This is a new site that has been cleared for a new banana 

plantation which happens occasionally.  Every 2 meters a banana sucker or 

bulb is planted in the ground. The banana plant is a perennial plant that 

replaces itself. 

Slide 20 – It takes 9-12 months from sowing a banana bulb to harvesting 

the fruit. The banana flower grows first and from there the fruit grows. It 

needs rich, dark fertile soil, steady moisture in the air and ground with 

good drainage. At first the fingers grow out straight with little flowers on 

each finger and when sufficient fingers have grown for an average bunch 

further fruits are removed and thrown on the ground for added fertiliser. 

Slide 21 – Every little flower at the end of each finger is removed by hand 

very carefully so as not to damage the fruit. Then the fingers start to grow 

upwards and the large flower at the bottom of the bunch is removed. The 

entire bunch is then ‘sleeved’ – it is covered with a blue aerated plastic 

sleeve to protect the fruit from the weather and insects. It is ties at the top 

and bottom and has a coloured ribbon hanging down to denote when this 

bunch was sleeved and when it should be harvested – in 12 weeks’ time. 

Veronica works on 12 different colours throughout the year. 

Slide 22 – Drainage channels are cut in between the rows of banana plants 

in Veronica’s plantation to allow the water to drain away. 

Slide 23 – The banana plants grow in groups of three – the grandmother 

(she produces the fruit), the daughter and the granddaughter. The oldest 

plant produces one bunch of bananas and then it is cut down. This plant is 

replaced by the daughter who then becomes the grandmother and so on. 

When more suckers or bulbs appear, they are removed and can be sold or 
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used in a new plantation. A good opportunity for role play with the 

younger children 

Slide 24 – This shows a well - managed farm with drainage channels and 

beautiful unblemished fruit. 

Slide 25 – Harvesting – On Veronica’s farm each hand is cut down 

separately and laid on top of banana leaves on the ground. 

 

Slide 26 – Here is Veronica’s husband harvesting the crop. Harvesting 

bananas takes place all year round. 

Slide 27 – Veronica’s son carrying hands of bananas on his head to the 

packing shed. 

Slide 28 – Veronica’s family outside the packing shed. 

Slide 29 – Veronica is inside the shed dressed in protective clothing – why 

is she wearing a large plastic apron, a hairnet, gloves? Why is her husband 

not inside the shed? 

VIDEO of Veronica packing bananas 

Slide 30 – The Geest Container ship transporting the bananas to the UK 

Slide 31 - ACTIVITY – Banana timeline – in pairs children to cut and stick 

photographs in order and label. 

Slide 32 – Answer to Timeline activity 

Slide 33 - What challenges has Veronica faced in 2020 and is still facing in 

2021? 

Pupils to discuss with partner – Coronavirus. Shipping problems for export, 

tourism is in decline 

Fairtrade premium has been used to help families with no income. 

Slide 34 – Answers to 33 

Slide 35 – Showing the devastation of extreme weather – hurricanes due 

to climate change 

Slide 36 – What is being done to counteract this – a buffer zone pf trees 

are planted to protect the plantation and drainage channels are dug to 

take away the surface water after extreme heavy rain. 

Slide 37 – Showing the disease Black Sigatoka which significantly reduces 

the fruit yield – a fungicide is applied to the plant to keep the disease at 

bay. 
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Slide 38 – So, why but Fairtrade products? What is the benefit to a 

Fairtrade producer – Children to discuss benefits from prior learning 

The most significant benefit is the Fairtrade Premium that the co-

operative can use for the community 

Slides 39, 40, 41, 42– Examples of using the Fairtrade Premium in 

Veronica’s community – the co-operative decides every year where the 

priorities lie, and they then work together to achieve individual projects. 

• The Pre-school 

• The secondary school bus 

• Road building 

• The clinic in the community was very important for Veronica’s family 

last year when baby Aria – her granddaughter was born.  

Slides 43 - Aria was monitored regularly at the clinic to make sure that all was 

ok for both mother and baby and consequently a healthy baby was born! 

 

Slides - 44, 45, 46 - Before we finish this presentation, we will briefly look at a 

couple of activities that can be done with the children using banana fibre to 

make a friendship bracelet and why not try an acrostic poem using the word – 

BANANA?  

There is also a maths challenge around bananas that can be adapted for 

younger children or used as a calculator exercise for years 5-6 

 

On the Fairtrade Devon Facebook page there will be a video of how to make 

banana and choc chip cookies using Fairtrade ingredients. 

 

And finally Slide 47 – How can you be a Fairtrade Ambassador?  

Ideas of how you in your school, family and community can make a 

difference! How can you educate others to buy Fairtrade products in order to 

make a difference to small scale Fairtrade farmers throughout the world? 

 

Thank you  
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