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Build a Timeline: Devon’s Multicultural History
Teachers’ Notes

1. 55
City of Exeter founded by Roman II Augusta Legion, 
led by future Emperor Vespasian

2. 1001 Battle of Pinhoe between Anglo-Saxons and Vikings

3. 1522  Peter Blackmore is Exeter’s first recorded Black resident

4. 1562
 John Hawkins of Plymouth conducts first English slave 
raids on West Africa

5. 1616 Pocahontas travels from Plymouth to London

6. 1685
Jacques Fontaine and other French refugees land 
at Appledore

7. 1762 Plymouth synagogue opens
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8. 1796
French Prisoners of War held in Devon have time on 
their hands to make things 

9. 1833

 End of slavery in the British Empire – many Devon 
residents receive a share of 20 million pounds in 
compensation for loss of slaves

10. 1879
Ganesh comes to Exeter’s Royal Albert Memorial 
Museum

11. 1921
 Jack Leslie joins Plymouth Argyle as Devon’s first Black 
professional footballer 

12. 1940
Indian soldiers and their mules stationed in South 
Devon  

13. 1950s 
&1960s

 Chinese restaurants open across Devon - in Exeter, 
Bideford, Plymouth etc.

14. 1977  First mosque in Exeter opens at 15 York Road  
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1. Romans in Exeter (55)
Vespasian (Titus Flavius Caesar Vespasianus Augustus), as depicted in the coin, was the 
Leader of the II Augusta legion that arrived in Exeter in AD55 and set up their fortified 
camp on the hill above the river Exe. The Legion had been a major part of the invasion 
of Britain under Claudius, and had fought across the south of the country, including at 
Maiden Castle (Dorchester). 

There was already a settlement at Exeter, a prominent hill with good views towards 
the sea, set above a natural quayside, a settlement of the Celtic Dumnonii people. The 
Dumnonii had established trade links, with the Mediterranean and Europe. According 
to the Greek historian Diodorus Siculus, writing around 30BC, there was a “complex 
network of trade between Armorica and Britannia”. A body of a young woman from that 
time was found at White Horse Hill at Okehampton with amber beads from the Baltic, 
and a pre-Roman coin from Armorica (Brittany) was found in Exeter’s Northernhay, and 
can be seen in the RAMM. 

So why did the Romans come here? Why does any army conquer? They were interested 
in trade – tin found on Dartmoor - and they wanted to capitalise on the natural resources 
around here.  

Exeter was the westernmost Roman fort in Britain, and one of the furthest west outposts 
of the Empire. The name of the city comes from the river Exe plus the Latin word castra, 
meaning fort. This is similar to many other place names in Britain (that students could 
explore) eg. Chester, Cirencester, Manchester and so on. The Romans, however, knew the 
city as Isca Dumnoniorum - water or river of the Dumnonii.  

This artist’s impression of Roman 
Exeter comes from the city council 
website.There are lots of interesting 
resources on Roman Exeter in the 
RAMM, for example:  

www.rammtimetrail.org.uk/Roman-
Fortress/

https://www.rammtimetrail.org.uk/Roman-Fortress/
https://www.rammtimetrail.org.uk/Roman-Fortress/
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Much of our understanding of Roman Exeter is relatively recent. There was a Roman 
Bath-house under the steps of the cathedral, unknown until excavations in the 1970s.  
It’s worth making this point to students – history changes all the time, through new 
discoveries and through new interpretations and connections.  

An interesting question, relating to our project, is about the ethnic and linguistic 
diversity of Devon back then. If you had strolled around Exeter in, say AD100, you 
would have heard no English and met no Christians and quite probably seen a variety 
of faces. The languages spoken would have been the Celtic language of the Dumnonii 
(which probably sounded a bit like Welsh) and Latin. English arrived with the Saxons 
hundreds of years later. 

Like all empires, the Roman Empire was multicultural by design. The Empire stretched 
from Devon to Persian Gulf, and included all the shores of the Mediterranean. People 
from one part of the empire went to other parts, to trade, to govern, as part of the army 
or as slaves. We know that there was a lot of movement around the Empire, and we 
know that, as in the British Empire later, soldiers were recruited in one part of the Empire 
and posted elsewhere, partly in order to avoid the possibility of them joining in any local 
revolts in their home territory. We also know the II Augustan Legion had previously 
served in Spain and Germany.  

We can imagine the scene by Exeter quay. Legionaries sit around playing with dice in 
a tavern. A farmer from the hills brings wool from his sheep to sell. A Greek merchant 
arrives on a ship from Corbilo (modern St Nazaire) to sell olive oil to the Romans, having 
spent time with Asterix and Obelix first.  The sailors on the ship are Phoenician, from 
what is now Palestine and Lebanon, and wear Phrygian caps over their sun-tanned faces. 
All the colours and languages of the Empire are found here, as they are in Lutetia (Paris), 
Massilia (Marseilles), Leptis Magna (on the Libyan Coast) and Alexandria (which still has 
the same name!).      

There were definitely Black Romans elsewhere in Britannia. At Burgh by Sands in 
Cumbria – the western end of Hadrian’s Wall - a memorial stone to troops from Morocco 
was found. The Emperor Septimius Severus was born in Libya, and died in York. So it’s 
absolutely true to say there were Black people in England before the English!  

www.history.co.uk/article/the-history-of-black-britain-roman-africans 
www.theguardian.com/science/2010/feb/26/roman-york-skeleton  

https://www.history.co.uk/article/the-history-of-black-britain-roman-africans
http://www.theguardian.com/science/2010/feb/26/roman-york-skeleton
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2. Battle of Pinhoe (1001)

Anglo-Saxons arrived in Devon from the 8th century, bringing their language (English) 
and connecting the county to the wider kingdom of Wessex, ruled by Alfred the Great in 
the late 9th century.   

The Danes or Vikings from Scandinavia ravaged the coasts of Northern Europe from 
the 8th century onward. Although King Alfred unified the Anglo-Saxon areas, the Danes 
continued their raids, and started to settle, especially in the north and east of England.   

In the years leading up to the Millennium, a band of Norwegian Vikings attacked various 
parts of the south coast. In July 1001 they landed at Exmouth and built a fortified base 
from which to raid. They started on the Teign river, where they sacked Kingsteignton and 
surrounding villages.  

Returning to Exmouth, they met another Danish force, led by Pallig Tokesen, brother-
in-law of King Sweyn Forkbeard of Denmark. This force had been paid to protect the 
English. However, they joined forces with Pallig and rowed up the Exe towards Exeter, 
with a combined force of over 4000 men.   

The inhabitants were ready, however, sheltering behind the Roman walls recently restored 
by Athelstan, and drove away the attackers. Disappointed, the Vikings attacked the 
villages in the valley, sacking Topsham and Clyst St Mary. The next village northwards 
was Pinhoe, 3 miles from the city walls.  

There they were surprised to meet the county army of Devon (estimated around 1500 
men), camped on Beacon Hill above the valley. They were led by Kola, the High Reeve 
for Devon. Legend has it that the priest of the village sneaked past the Vikings to get 
supplies for the defenders:  

A point of interest in connection with the church is the pension annually paid to the 
vicar on October 1st, dating from very early days. Tradition connects it with the Battle 
of Pinhoe, A.D. 1001. The Danes fought the men of Devon and Somerset on the high 
ground above the church in that year, and it is related that the parish priest, watching 
the battle, noticed that his countrymen were short of arrows. Mounting his ass he rode 
into Exeter and secured a fresh supply and served them out personally to the men, and 
so turned the tide of conflict in their favour. He was rewarded with a mark from the 
King’s purse. 
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Little is known of the detail of the battle, but the 
Vikings were victorious, slaying more of the English 
than they lost, and remaining in command of the 
field. The Devon army retired to the city walls in 
good order. The site of the battle is reckoned to be 
at Mincimore copse, between Poltimore and Pinhoe. 
The church on the hill at Pinhoe stands on the site 
where the English dead were buried.  

The following year, 1002, Sweyn Forkbeard attacked 
and sacked the city, burning the Minster and most of 
the buildings. Sweyn’s son was King Canute.    

NB. please note that the picture on the timeline for this event is an artist’s impression 
of a different Viking Battle. This picture is of Sweyn Forkbeard.

http://thehistorymanatlarge.blogspot.com/2010/02/battle-of-pinhoe-devon-in-year-1001.html

http://thehistorymanatlarge.blogspot.com/2010/02/battle-of-pinhoe-devon-in-year-1001.html
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3. Peter Blackmore: Exeter’s first Black resident? (1522)

In 1522, Henry VIII ordered a military survey of the whole 
of England, to see who was ready for war, and to measure 
the wealth of his subjects. 

The ‘constable’ of each parish in the country recorded the 
name of each man living there, whether he was ready or 
not to go to war, and his worth in pounds, shillings and 
pence. It was a sort of census, but only adult men were 
recorded: no women, no children. 

Few records survive from this. Luckily, the records for Exeter did survive, can be found in 
the Devon Record Office. The information was transcribed in 1977 by Margery Rowe.1 

Also luckily, the survey recorded ‘aliens’ separately, including their place of birth. 

‘Aliens’ is an historic term to refer to people who came from a different country. It was 
used in a similar way to how we use ‘foreigners’ now.

Of the 1363 adult men listed in Exeter at that time, 66 were ‘aliens’. 34 were from 
Germany and the Low Countries, 29 were from what is now France (mostly Brittany and 
Normandy). Two were from Italy (Lucca and Lombardy).  

One resident of St Petrock parish was listed as “Peter Blackmore, a moren borne, worth in 
goods nil”. He was without doubt a Black man, and is – as far as we know – Exeter’s first 
Black resident.  

We know nothing else about him. We can imagine that he migrated to Exeter from Spain 
or North Africa. He was not passing through, he was a resident, as the survey did not 
record visitors.  

With an average of 4 generations per century, then Peter’s great great great great 
great great great great great great great great great great great great great great great 
great (that’s 20 greats) grandchildren could be walking round Devon now. And it’s quite 
probable they don’t look Black. They might even be one of your class. 

1  Margery Rowe, ‘Tudor Exeter – Tax Assessments 1489-1595, Including the Military Survey 1522’, Devon and Cornwall Record Society, 
New Series, 22 (1977). 

2 Miranda Kaufmann, Black Tudors: The Untold Story (London: Oneworld Publications, 2018).
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He was not, however, the only Black person in Tudor England – in this time before the 
slave trade was established. Miranda Kaufmann’s excellent book Black Tudors traces many 
other stories around the country.2 

Perhaps the most famous was John Blanke, who was a trumpeter at the courts of both 
Henry VII and Henry VIII. He is the subject of the picture on the timeline.  

You can read the transcribed data for the 1522 Exeter aliens here: 

www.tellingourstoriesexeter.org.uk/uploads/images/Stories/Military%20Survey%20
1522%20article.pdf

Remarkably, 66 out of 1363 is around 5%. That may have been one of the highest 
proportions of ‘aliens’ in the whole country, and shows how migrant populations can go 
up and down over time. 

http://www.tellingourstoriesexeter.org.uk/uploads/images/Stories/Military%20Survey%201522%20article.pdf
http://www.tellingourstoriesexeter.org.uk/uploads/images/Stories/Military%20Survey%201522%20article.pdf
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4. John Hawkins’ slave raids (1562)

Hawkins (born in Plymouth) is sometimes credited 
with inventing the triangular slave trade, making a 
profit on each leg of the voyage. Astoundingly, he 
was so proud of his work trafficking humans, that 
he even had a slave added to his coat of arms.  

Hawkins’ 2nd cousin, Francis Drake, accompanied 
him on at least one voyage.  

So these Devon men who were (and are) often 
regarded as heroes, salty seadogs who roamed 
the seven seas for Good Queen Bess, were also 
responsible for helping to create one of the worst 
aspects of the Imperial period.   

More information is available in Todd Gray’s book, 
Devon and the Slave Trade.3 

Hawkins’ story is the subject of the second activity in this pack. 

5. Pocahontas (1616)

Your students will probably have seen the Disney film, Pocahontas, and have some idea 
of her story. She was the daughter of Powhatan or Wahunsenacawh, a chief of a group 
of people in what became Virginia, and the legend says she saved the life of Englishman 
John Smith by placing her head next to his before the axe fell. She was captured by the 
settlers, took the name Rebecca and became a Christian. She married John Rolfe, and 
they had a son called Thomas Rolfe (from whom many people in the US and the UK 
claim descent). 

In 1616, Pocahontas landed at Plymouth with her husband John Rolfe, their son Thomas, 
and 11 of her fellow Powhatans. They then went to London, where she was presented as 
a Princess.  

We can imagine the scene as the coaches arrive at Exeter – perhaps at the White Hart 
Inn -  after a day’s hard ride, and the Exeter grooms leap out to hold the horses. 

3 Todd Gray, Devon and the Slave Trade (Exeter: The Mint Press, 2007).
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The weary travellers walk into the 
bar, led by Pocahontas, carrying 
her one-year old son, fast asleep. 
She’s followed by her husband, John, 
and then Tomocomo, the shaman 
who had accompanied them, and 
the other Powhatans, wrapped up 
warm in blankets against the cold. 
The innkeeper is startled to meet so 
many new faces, but the usual Devon 
hospitality shows through, and he finds 
beds for all, before they sit down to a 
meal of mutton and pease pudding (no 
potatoes yet in England!). 

Afterwards, they sit and smoke tobacco 
in the parlour - Rolfe was a pioneer of 
tobacco cultivation, despite King James’ 
book A Counterblaste to Tobacco in 
1604. The next morning they continue 
on their way, taking the High Road 
through Heavitree to Honiton.  

In an engraving (made in London in 1616 and now held in the British Museum), her name 
is given as Matoaka or Rebecca.   

Pocahontas died in 1617, in Gravesend near London. The statue in the picture is in 
London’s Docklands. 

https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/pocahontas-the-english-connection/

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/465632/Pocahontas

https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/pocahontas-the-english-connection/  http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/465632/Pocahontas
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/465632/Pocahontas 
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6. French refugee Jacques Fontaine arrives at Appledore
(1685)

Jacques Fontaine arrived in a small ship at Appledore 
on December 1st, 1685, having fled from Bordeaux a 
few days earlier. He was in a party of 12, including 
members of his family, mostly women. They had been 
smuggled out of the French coast in fear of their lives.  

Fontaine wrote in his memoir: 

“We landed… at Appledore, a small town in the 
British Channel, below the river Taw, which goes up 
to Barnstaple. After paying passage money for the 
party I had only twenty gold pistoles left. God had 

not conducted us in safety to a haven there to leave us to perish with hunger. The 
good people of Barnstaple were full of compassion, they took us into their houses and 
treated us with the greatest kindness; thus God raised up for us fathers and mothers, and 
brothers and sisters in a strange land…”

“The first act after getting out of the vessel, was to return thanks to God for his merciful 
goodness in having brought us safely to the shores of England; the second was to ask 
for bread. We were supplied with very large biscuits, such as in France would have cost 
twopence each, and to my surprise I was told that here they only cost one half-penny. 
I was doubtful of the fact, thinking I might be misled by my ignorance of the English 
language, so I gave a penny to a little girl and asked her to buy me some bread. She 
went to a baker, and sure enough, she brought me back two of these large biscuits.” 

Fontaine stayed with a Barnstaple merchant.  His diary was translated and published in 
1838 with the title: ‘A Tale of the Huguenots’ or ‘Memoirs of a French Refugee Family’. 
He moved to Bridgwater, Taunton and then Ireland, and died in Dublin in 1728, and his 
descendants still live in the USA and elsewhere.  



EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES PACK FOR SCHOOLS 

Telling Our Stories, Finding Our Roots

Schools Activity Pack RESOURCE 1b

England’s first refugees 

“Huguenots” was the name given to French Protestants from the 16th century onwards. 
They were persecuted by the ruling Catholics, especially after the Massacre of St 
Bartholomew’s Day in 1572 and the revocation of the Edict of Nantes by Louis XIV  
in 1685. 

There followed an exodus of at least ¾ million French Protestants, to neighbouring 
Protestant countries like the Netherlands, to the New World and South Africa, and across 
the Channel to England. It is estimated that around 50,000 came to England, although 
many of them moved on to other countries. 

Eventually of course, as with so many other migrant populations, the Huguenots lost 
their cultural identity and were absorbed into the gene pool. Some surnames survive, 
including du Maurier, de Morgan and Olivier. British descendants of Huguenots (and thus 
descendants of refugees) include Winston Churchill, Laurence Olivier, Daphne du Maurier, 
Jon Pertwee, Eddie Izzard and Nigel Farage. 

Huguenots in Devon  

In Devon, Huguenots were generally welcomed by the community and the clergy. 
According to the Guide to the Parish and non-Parochial registers of Devon & Cornwall 
1538-1837, the Huguenot congregations in Devon were “more numerous than in any 
other English county outside London and its vicinity, probably due to local diocesan 
sympathy”.

In 1686 they started a “conformist” congregation (ie it followed the Church of England 
prayer book) at St Olaves church on Fore Street in Exeter. In 1715, it was recorded that 
St Olaves had a congregation of 120, under the minister Andrew Majendie. Services were 
conducted in French, and the church was popularly known as the French church. 

In Barnstaple, they were given St. Anne’s Chapel for worship – it is now a museum and 
community centre. They introduced new techniques in wool manufacture and dyeing. 
Jean Ulrich Passavant, a Huguenot from Strasbourg, created a table carpet depicting 
Barnstaple’s coat of arms and presented it to the town. The carpet also displayed the 
name of the mayor, Monier Roch Esq., and the date, 1761. The Roch family, who were of 
Huguenot descent, was prominent in Barnstaple. Both Matthew Roch and his son Monier 
Roch established themselves within the local community and served several times as the 
Town’s Mayor. 
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In 1791 Monier Roch founded the Barnstaple Bank and was borough treasurer. A portrait 
of Matthew Roch can be seen in Barnstaple’s Guildhall. 

There is also a possible link between Huguenots and Honiton lace, disputed by many 
historians. 

Sources 

www.huguenotsofspitalfields.org/learning-modal/barnstaple.html 

www.en.wikisource.org/wiki/Memoirs_of_a_Huguenot_Family

Jacques Fontaine’s grave:  
www.findagrave.com/memorial/68571729/jacques-fontaine  

Website to his family: 
www.fontainemaurysociety.com/fontainehistory.html  

http://www.huguenotsofspitalfields.org/learning-modal/barnstaple.html 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Memoirs_of_a_Huguenot_Family
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/68571729/jacques-fontaine
http://www.fontainemaurysociety.com/fontainehistory.html
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7. Plymouth Synagogue (1762)

Plymouth Synagogue is on Catherine St, just south 
of Royal Parade. The synagogue was opened in 
1762, and is therefore the 2nd oldest (and the 
oldest Ashkenazi synagogue) in the country.  
The oldest is Bevis Marks in London.   

Most of the surrounding buildings were flattened in 
the blitz in 1941, but the synagogue survived.   

Exeter synagogue was opened in the following 
year – 1763. It is tucked away behind Mary Arches 
church, with a passage running through to the 
Mecca bingo hall (built as the Gaumont cinema).  

Along with other English cities, Exeter had a Jewish 
population in the Middle Ages, with Jews acting as 
bankers for clergy and citizens, and for the King. 
The Jews were expelled from England in 1290 by 
Edward I, taking refuge elsewhere in Europe. 

In 1655, Oliver Cromwell agreed to readmit the 
Jews, led by Menasseh Ben Israel from Amsterdam.  

www.plymouthsynagogue.com/ 
http://exetersynagogue.org.uk/

Here is an interesting article on Plymouth synagogue from 2018:  
www.plymouthherald.co.uk/news/history/secrets-plymouth-synagogue-you-never-1088137

Devon Development Education have a Jewish Cultural Champion called Ami, who can 
come to your school to share more information about Judaism in Devon and beyond, and 
who is a great singer. 

Please see the Introduction to the pack for contact details. 

http://www.plymouthsynagogue.com/   http://exetersynagogue.org.uk/ 
https://www.plymouthherald.co.uk/news/history/secrets-plymouth-synagogue-you-never-1088137  
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8. French Prisoners of War (POWs) in Devon (1796)
During the period 1797-1815, Britain and France were 
in a state of war. Many French Prisoners of War were 
distributed around the country, some in camps and 
prisons, others to live with families. 

POWs often had a lot of time on their hands and  
used that time to learn new skills or to make things.  
The model boat in the picture was made out of bone 
and ivory by a POW, and was recently sold at auction 
for around £5,000. 

Many lower-ranked seamen were housed in ‘hulks’ around the coast, and later transferred 
to Dartmoor prison at Princetown, which was built for this purpose. It was built between 
1806 and 1809, and the population swelled to 6,000. At least 1200 died there, and are 
buried in a mass grave.  

At Okehampton, 336 prisoners of war were held - including several women. One of them 
left behind some graffiti in Latin at Okehampton Castle, which is still visible over 200 
years later:  

‘HIC V…..T FUIT CAPTIVUS BELLI’ which means ‘here V….t was prisoner of war’. This was 
probably Gilles Vincent, the surgeon on La Rejoirie, captured on 10th June 1809.  

At Tiverton, in contrast to the appalling conditions in the hulks and on the moor, French 
officers were sent to live with respectable families, who were paid 10/6 a week.  

The officers gave their parole - their word that they would not try to escape – and 
therefore enjoyed considerable freedom and an active social life.  

Lieutenant Gicquel des Touches wrote that Tiverton was ‘a pleasant little town, but which 
struck me as particularly monotonous after the exciting life to which I was accustomed’. 

As in other conflicts, some prisoners fell in love with the Devonshire air. John Rivron, the 
servant of the captain of Le Rhin, married Mary Marshall in 1815 and they went on to 
have 7 children. In 1844 he was working as a boot and shoe maker in Gold St Tiverton, 
and his son Dominique completed 21 years service in the British army.  
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9. Compensation for loss of slaves (1833)

The transatlantic slave trade was abolished in 1807, following an enormous amount 
of campaigning and lobbying across the country, including by Exeter people.

However, this did not mean the end of slavery, only of the practice of British ships 
taking slaves across the Atlantic. British people continued to own slaves, especially in 
the West Indies, for over thirty years.

In 1833, Parliament finally passed a law to emancipate all slaves in the Empire.  
The slave-owners, however, had successfully campaigned for compensation for their loss 
of ‘property’. Note that no slave was compensated, only the owners. The amount put 
aside was £20 million – an amount which is today calculated as equivalent to £2 billion.

More than 70 individuals from Devon received compensation when slavery was 
abolished. A local group (Legacies of Devon Slave-ownership Group – LDSG) is 
researching some of these individuals. Information can be found at: 
www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/exeter2015

Local historians have mistakenly reported that Bishop Henry Phillpotts personally 
benefitted from compensation. This was not the case. He was involved in claiming 
compensation on behalf of someone else, his brother was involved in the slave trade, and 
Bishop Phillpotts never spoke out against the slave trade.

More info on Phillpotts here:  
www.globalcentredevon.org.uk/index.php?option=com_
content&view=category&layout=blog&id=105&Itemid=379

Find out more about the compensation paid, and who else in Devon received it, at the 
Legacies of Slave Ownership website, which features a searchable database:  
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/

It’s interesting to note that the enslaved, except those under 6, were not fully emancipated 
until 1838: in the interim men and women were tied into a system of ‘apprenticeship’, 
another form of unfree labour with a fixed term. 

As a side note, the first person appointed as a magistrate to implement the anti-slavery 
laws in Jamaica is buried in Exeter, His name was Captain Henry Kent (RN). You will find 
his grave at Higher Cemetery.

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/exeter2015 
https://www.globalcentredevon.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=105&Itemid=379
https://www.globalcentredevon.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=105&Itemid=379
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/
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10. Ganesh (1879)

This beautiful statue of the Hindu deity Ganesh lives in 
Exeter’s Royal Albert Memorial Museum. 

He was brought to Exeter by Sir John Budd Phear of 
Exmouth, who was a High Court judge in Bengal from 
1864 to 1876. He has lived in the Museum since then. 

In 2013, three members of Exeter’s Hindu community 
worked with the Museum to rewrite Ganesh’s description in 
order to bring in a richer Indian Hindu perspective.  

There is an activity about Ganesh later in this pack (Activity 3).  

11. Jack Leslie (1921)

These days, English football teams are full of players from 
around the world and of all different ethnicities (even 
though racism is still found on the terraces). A century ago 
things were different.  

Jack Leslie was born in London in 1901. His father was 
a labourer called John Francis Leslie, and had come from 
Jamaica. His mother Anne was a white Englishman.  

He joined Plymouth Argyle at the age of 20 in 1921 and 
played for them until 1935.  

He played inside left and scored 133 league goals, making him Argyle’s fourth highest 
goal scorer. 

He was invited to play for England in 1925, but the invitation was then withdrawn, 
possibly because the FA did not realise he was Black.  

He died in 1988. The Jack Leslie campaign was started in 2020, with the aim of erecting 
a statue in his memory outside the Argyle ground.  
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Sources  

Argyle supporters’ website:   
www.greensonscreen.co.uk/gosdb-players2.asp?pid=487  

Campaign to raise money to build a statue: 
www.jackleslie.co.uk/

‘Kick it out’ – the campaign to end racism on the pitch and on the terraces:  
www.kickitout.org/

Exeter City had to wait 50 years after Plymouth. The Grecians first Black player was  
Steve Stacey, who debuted in 1971: 
www.tellingourstoriesdevon.org.uk/exeter-archive/1971/steve-stacey-exeter-citys-first-
black-player

There is also the fascinating story of Walter Tull, the first Black outfield player  
(debut 1908) who went on to fight in the Great War, and was killed in action on the 
Western Front:  
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/zbgxbdm

12. Indian Mule Drivers in South Devon
(1940)
In the summer of 1940, three companies of mule drivers 
from Punjab were evacuated from France as part of the 
British Army. They then spent the next 3½ years in the 
UK, training with British troops. They had been sent from 
India in December 1939 to provide animal transport to 
the front line, as the British Army had ‘not a horse in the 
force’.4 They were collectively known as Force K6. 

They first came to the South West in June 1940, when the 29th Coy camped at Marsh 
Mills near Plymouth on return from France. 

In due course they were posted to Truro, Plymouth, Yelverton, St Austell, Kingsbridge, 
Modbury, Loddiswell, East Allington, Ivybidge, Devonport, Shaldon. In 1942 150 men 
camped on Dartmoor at Meavy Bridge. 

https://www.greensonscreen.co.uk/gosdb-players2.asp?pid=487
https://jackleslie.co.uk/
https://www.kickitout.org/
https://www.tellingourstoriesdevon.org.uk/exeter-archive/1971/steve-stacey-exeter-citys-first-black-player
https://www.tellingourstoriesdevon.org.uk/exeter-archive/1971/steve-stacey-exeter-citys-first-black-player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/zbgxbdm
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They helped on local farms, and visited the Royal farm at Stoke Climsland on the 
other side of the Tamar river. They marched in at least 12 parades in the west country, 
including Penzance, Torquay, Plymouth, Exeter, Saltash. 

From October 1940, their hospital was at Devonport. On April 22nd their officer Major 
Parsons wrote: 

“Very heavy air raid. About 300 incendiary bombs fell round and on the billet at St 
Levons… owing to the difficulty experienced in filling the buckets the stirrup pumps were 
useless and the whole billet was destroyed.” 

Two days later the hospital moved to Stowford House in Ivybridge. 

For a similar period, their HQ was at Crownwell Hotel in Shaldon. ‘Olive’ of Teignmouth 
recalled:  

“Indian soldiers with pack-mules camped at Shaldon … I saw the turban wearing mounted 
Indian Cavalry from a tented camp at Teign Snape, Ringmore. I was impressed by their 
smartness when they rode their horses into the village for shoeing and felt patriotic, 
aware that they were helping us with the war.”5 

Patrick Caseley lived in Kingsbridge at the time, and recalled:  

“During WWII my father, Dennis Caseley, ran a very successful youth club in 
Kingsbridge... So, knowing that the RIASC were billeted at Woodleigh Monastery,  
they were contacted and invited to a game in Kingsbridge which they were delighted 
to accept.”

“After the match in which the Indians scored four goals, both teams trooped off to  
The Cosy Café for tea and I went along with my parents to join them. I remember them 
being calm, polite and very pleasant men and I was certainly included in their company. 
My Dad managed to find an envelope which he opened out and asked them to list the 
members of their side which one of them did.”

For further information on the men of K6 and their fascinating stories, read Ghee 
Bowman’s book The Indian Contingent: The forgotten Muslim soldiers of Dunkirk,  
and look at the website:  
www.forcek6.org.uk/

Ghee is available to come to schools to talk about Force K6. Please refer to the contact 
details in the Introduction to the pack. 

4 Ghee Bowman, The Indian Contingent: The Forgotten Muslim Soldiers of Dunkirk (Cheltenham: The History Press, 2020), p.10. 
5 Gavin J. Andrews, ‘The Relational Making of People and Place: The Case of the Teignmouth World War II Homefront’, Ageing and Society, 
37.4 (2017), 725–52.

https://www.forcek6.org.uk/
http://www.forceK6.org.uk   
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13. First Chinese restaurants in Devon (1950s and 1960s)
The Rice Bowl in Exeter (pictured) was 
at 13 North St. It was opened in 1958 
by the Law family. The daughter of the 
owner - Sheila Wan Ping Yau – was 
interviewed in 2013, and said that in 
1966:  

“The business was running well enough 
to support nearly 20 staff, including 
6 to 7 waiters, and 11 to 12 chefs or 
kitchen workers. It was estimated that 
about 200 sets of three course meal 
could be sold during a single lunchtime. 

With a price of less than £1 per meal… [dishes included] Fried rice, noodle, curry, sweet 
and sour, chop suey and even local roast dinner were on the menu. As a footnote, please 
be reminded that chop suey is not a traditional or common dish in China, and is widely 
believed to be invented by Chinese immigrants in America.”   

The first Chinese restaurant in Bideford was the Great Wall, opening in the mid 1960s. 
You might like to get your class to find out when your local Chinese restaurant or 
takeaway opened.   

Chinese restaurants opened up across the country after the war, partly due to an 
increase in migration from Hong Kong. The first Chinese restaurant in the country was 
believed to be in Glasshouse Street off Piccadilly Circus in London, and was called 
simply ‘The Chinese Restaurant’. 

According to the 2011 census, there were over 400,000 British Chinese. They may be 
less noticeable than other ethnic minorities as they are spread widely across the country. 
They are often the subject of racist attacks, especially takeaway workers, who have been 
described as ‘sitting ducks.’6   

6 Vera Chok in The Good Immigrant, ed. by Nikesh Shukla (London: Unbound, 2017), p.43.



EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES PACK FOR SCHOOLS 

Telling Our Stories, Finding Our Roots

Schools Activity Pack RESOURCE 1b

14. Exeter Mosque (1977)
Exeter’s first mosque was officially opened on 11th 
September 1977 at 15 York Road. It was set up by a 
group of students from the university, working with local 
businessmen.  

The current, purpose-built mosque was opened in 2011. 
There are around 500 regular worshippers, speaking 
about 45 different languages.   

There are also mosques in Plymouth, Torbay and 
Barnstaple.  

Further resources on Islam 

Exeter mosque website:   
www.exetermosque.org.uk/

Devon Development Education have three Muslim Cultural Champions (Neomi, Mona and 
Wesam) who can come to your school to share more information about Islam and the 
Devon Muslim community. 

Please see the Introduction to this pack for further details and information on how to 
book a session.

http://www.exetermosque.org.uk/   

